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Cosmic Acceleration is a central 

feature of the consensus 

cosmology 

 

no cosmic acceleration, no 

consensus cosmology! 
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Einstein & ȿ 

Å Introduced ȿ to save Machôs 
principle and create a static 

Universe solution 

Å His ȿ was ı present ȿ 

Å No sense that it was repulsive 

gravity (ȿ on the geometry ï LHS 

ï of equations) 

Å Great man, not the predictor of 

cosmic acceleration   







Two Technological Enablers: 

 

1. Large (100 Mpixel) CCD 

Cameras 

2. SNe Ia:  Bright, 

Standardizable Candles 

(1.4 solar mass bomb) 



Discovery! ï 1998 

Hi z Supernova Team 

Supernova Cosmology Project 

Mark Philips 



The Discovery Data 

Perlmutter et al, 1999 Riess et al, 1998 



Carl Sagan: 

 

Extraordinary 

Claims Require 

Extraordinary 

Evidence 

Now Certified by Stockholm! 
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Curve = concordance cosmology   Ý0    = 1.005 ± 0.006 

  ÝM   = 0.28 ± 0.015 

only consistent if 

Ýȿ-like = 0.72 ± 0.015 



1000 SNe from:   

the original teams +  

SNLS, ESSENCE, SDSS, 

CfA, CSP, é 

 

More data stronger signal  



SDSS-II Supernova Survey 

~500 Well studied SNe Ia, suitable for framing 







Evidence for past acceleration:  

Important reality check 

HST ACS Sample of high-z SNe:  A. Riess et al, Ap.J 607, 665 (2004) 



Baryon Acoustic Oscillations (BAO):  

Zelôdovichôs Standard Ruler 
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New stand alone evidence for 

cosmic acceleration from 

clusters observed by Chandra 

A.Vikhlinin et al, ApJ 692, 1060 (2009) [arXiv:0812.2720] 

36 Clusters w/<z>~0.55 and 49 w/<z>~0.05 
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Consistent with 

all observations: 

 

ɋȿ = 0.71 ± 0.02 



Consistent Age 



é in any case, the 

extraordinary evidence is 

now in place 



Eddington 

Criterion 



Very elastic 

stuff (p < -ɟ/3) 

with repulsive 

gravity is 

called ñdark 

energyò 



Test of (ɟ  + 3p) Term in 

2nd Friedmann Eqn  

Å(ɟ  + 3p) powers accelerated expansion 

Å BBN = test of the (ɟ  + 3p) term 

Å Neglect 3p (i.e., Newtonian limit) 

ïFriedmann Equation becomes:  H2 = 4ˊGɟ/3 

instead of H2 = 8ˊGɟ/3 

ï BBN predictions no longer agree with 

 observations  



Describing Dark Energy 

Å Defining feature of dark energy:  large negative 
pressure, smoothly distributed which leads to 
repulsive gravity 

Å Described by equation-of-state parameter w 

 
 

 

 

1. Not necessarily constant 

2. Vacuum energy = -1 

3. Quintessence -1 to 1 

4. Ghostly quintessence < -1 (ɟDE increases with time) 

5. w = w0 + wa(1 ï a) 

w   =   pressure/energy density 

 

ɟDE  ~  (1 + z)3(1+w) 



The Gravity of 

Nothing 

Is Repulsive 
 

é But How Much Does 

Nothing Weigh?  

  

Apparently, Way Too Much 

or Possibly Nothing 

 

to be more precise, the 

answer is nonsensical 

(infinite) ï not as bad as a 

finite answer that is off by 

orders of magnitude 

ɟvac å 3 x 10
-11 eV4 



Vacuum Energy Problem Solved 

by Supersymmetry or ? 



Now we have two puzzles: 

 

Why does nothing weighs so little? 

& 

What is dark energy? 

 

Puzzles could be related or unrelated! 





å -1 

Theorists:  

When in 

doubt, just 

add a 

scalar field 
å -1 









Important 

clue or 

coincidence? 
At the very 

least, we can 

now say that 

cosmology 

is the battle 

between two 

dark titans 



From Here to Eternity 



Cannot Understand Our Cosmic 

Destiny Until We Understand What 

Dark Energy Is! 

In the Presence of Dark 

Energy, a Flat Universe 

Can Expand Forever,  

Re-collapse, or Even 

Experience a Big Rip! 







Youbetcha 

Katie, I believe 

in Dark Energy ï 

we can see it 

from Alaska! 

 


